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8. Why does Wordsworth choose the |
wgumect of his })00try ? Ife of rustics and common men for
* Ans. In the Prefuce (o the Lyrical Ballads Wordsworth says that
uslics and common men s the fittest subject for pocl.ry.yThls col:!llgcg:clgfjtt;:
wotrary to the concept of Neo-classical poets who chose the Jife and manners and
gorals of the urban people, spectally of the aristocratic class, to be the fittest subject
poetry. Pope's Rape of the Lock I8 the best example of this class of poetry. Against
{hls concept, Wordsworth chose the Iife of humble and rustic people for the subject
of his poetry. Wordsworth was basically a poet of Nature, and he considered the
pumble and innnocent villagers to be a part of Nature, He writes, “Humble and rustic
life was generally chosen because, In that condition, the essentlal passions of the
heart find a better soll In which they can attain thelr maturity, because in that
ondition of life our elementary feelings co-exist in a state of greater sfmplicity;
hecause the manners of rural life germinate from those elementary feelings; and from
lhe necessary character of rural occupations the passions of men are Incorporated
yith the beautiful and permanent forms of nature,”

On the same ground, Wordsworth also decried the fasion of writing poetry in the
poetic diction patronished by the Neo-classical poets. He not only chose the life of
the rural folk for his subject, but also their language for writing his poetry, He writes,
“The language, too, of these men has been adopted because such men hourly
wmmunicate with the best objects from which the best part of language is originally
derived,” But in spite of all these considerations Wordsworth remains fully conscious
that his poetry may not sink to the level of triviality and meanness.  —

Q. 59, Discuss Wordsworth's views on the language in which poetry should

be written,
Ans, In the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads Wordsworth says that principally the
Subject matter of his poetry was the life, manners, interests and occupations of the
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